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5th. Whether the said eompany had not exacted rates or charges
greater than they were authorised by law to demand?

6 h. And whether if the said company had demanded and received
more than they were authorised by law to charge, they bad not there.
by comwitted a violativn of their charter?

I.is due to the committee, and to each member of 1t, to declare
that in pursuing the inquiry which devolved upon them, they have
endeavored to do so, with a strict and jmpartial regard for the rights
of all the parties [nterested in the watters submitted to the consider-
ation of the comuittee,

In order that no injustice should by possibility be done to the Phi-
ladelphia, Wilmiogton and Baltimore Rail Road Company, every fa-
ciity was afforded to them to offer such explanations as they desired
to make, with respect to the allegations against the company. The
officers examined on behalf of the latter were Mr. J, I. Cohen, the
Vice President of the Corporation; Mr. W. A. Palterson, a directur;
and Mr. Z. Rudolph, the agent or superintendant of the depot at
Ekton. The witnesses have all testified under oath,

Belcre this inquiry was instituied, reports were circulated throngh
the public prints and complaiuts reiterated, that were calculated to
excite the fears of the community, and to produce a strong prejudice
against the company if the alieg:tions were true,

Under those circumstances, justice and policy alike dictated the
propriety of an immediate invesiigation of the charges; for if they
were nol well founded, it was deeidedly for the interest ot the com-
pany to be relieved from the ¢dium and injury that they would sus-
tain i consequence thereof; or ii,on the oher hand, those charges
were not groundless, it was due to the community at large, wlhose
i erests were or wight be affected by any miseonduct on the part of
a powerful cerporation, to expose the same, and to take such mea-
sures as u.1ght Le deemed necessary and proper to proteet the honest
private citizen, however hun:bie his station or iufluence, against.
every attem;t by a wealthy clarterea company to practice oppression
or imposition upon any lndividual,

The commitiee are of opinion that a corporation is bound to con-
fine itsef within the powers granted and hmited by the express terins
of its cuarter; and that whenever it transcends those limited powers,
it thereby-vivlates the contract which the State had made with it,
(if indeed a boon frem the State can be construed in law as a con-
tract,) and a foifeiture of the charter would be incurred by a vio-
lation of the condilions upon which the charter was granted.

An act passed at December session 1837, ch. 30, authorised a
union of the Baliimore and Port Deposite Rail Road Company
with the Wilmington and Susquehanna Rail Road Company, un-
der the name of ““the Philadelphia, Wilmington and Bal:imore
Rail Road Company,” and the said compenics were thereby merged
in one, “entitied, within this State, to all the powers and privile-
ges and advantages now belonging to the two first above named
companies;”’ and it was provided in said aet, ‘“that the rate of tolls




